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CAST OF CHARACTERS

JOSEPH, a lawyer traveling when he breaks down on the road and finds the Braxton house.

HOUSEKEEPER, the servant of the house who greets and prepares house guests for their stay 
at the Braxton's house.

RUSH, an extremely hyperactive occupant of the house; speaks very fast through the play.

MR. TEARS, constantly depressed man who is forced to live the rest of his life carrying chains 
and a ball.

NYMPHO, extremely hypersexual woman with a strong ability to seduce.

BRUTE, angry and very physically strong man with very few words; have a thing for 
NYMPHO.

COOK, chef condemned to cook for the Braxton's house.

TRAVIS, JOSEPH's friend.

NANCY, JOSEPH's wife.
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PRODUCTION NOTES  

This play takes place in modern day; however, the set must appear confusing and unorganized, 
as if from an older era.  

It is important that the characters reflect their character names. RUSH must be bouncy, fidgety, 
and have rapid, pressured speech. MR. TEARS must always appear depressed. NYMPHO must 
always be sexual, while BRUTE is always appearing thuggish. COOK must appear to be 
overworked. HOUSEKEEPER must appear to be sophisticated, but simultaneously exhibit odd 
and eccentric behavior.  

The incorporation of emotion-stirring music is strongly recommended, and is at the discretion of 
the production crew. The music must match the dark theme of the play.
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ACT I.

SCENE 1

It is stormy outside. JOSEPH runs to the door 
and frantically rings the doorbell. The 
HOUSEKEEPER answers.

HOUSEKEEPER
How may I help you?

JOSEPH
Yes. My car broke down about a block or two down the road, and my cell phone is dead. 
I was wondering if you have a phone that I could use.

HOUSEKEEPER
Yes, but I'm not sure if I should let you in. The master of the house would be very 
annoyed if I allow a stranger to enter the house, to put it quite nicely.

JOSEPH
C'mon, man. It's pouring and storming. All I need to do is call Triple-A and my friend, so 
they could help me get my car, and I'll be on my way.

HOUSEKEEPER seems unmoved.

JOSEPH (CONT'D)
I really don't want to be here anymore than you want me to be here. 

(Sighs)
Look, all I want to do is get home.

HOUSEKEEPER
(Reluctantly)

Okay, fine. After all, it would be rude of me to keep you out here in this horrendous 
weather. Come in, make your phone call. But, please, sir, make it quick.

JOSEPH
Thank you.

HOUSEKEEPER motions for JOSEPH to enter.
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HOUSEKEEPER

The telephone is over there. 

JOSEPH
Okay, thank you.

HOUSEKEEPER
Would you like some tea? 

JOSEPH
No, thank you.

HOUSEKEEPER
Sir, I must insist that you try some tea. I promise you that it is most delightful.

JOSEPH
Okay, okay, sure.

JOSEPH walks toward the phone as 
HOUSEKEEPER walks into the kitchen.

JOSEPH 
Now, to make this call.

(Notices the phone, which is a rotary 
telephone)

What the hell? What the hell is this?
(Picks up the phone and studies it 
curiously)

How do I even use this thing?

HOUSEKEEPER returns with a mug of tea.

HOUSEKEEPER
Your tea, sir. Is there a problem with the telephone?

JOSEPH
Yes. That this phone looks like something from the back in the day.

HOUSEKEEPER
It's just a simple rotary phone, sir. Allow me to demonstrate.

2.
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HOUSEKEEPER hands JOSEPH the tea, who 
takes a sip and seems pleasantly surprised by 
the taste. 

HOUSEKEEPER (CONT'D)
You simply put your finger into the corresponding number of the telephone number that 
you're dialing, and do like so.

JOSEPH
Just like that?

HOUSEKEEPER 
Just like that.

JOSEPH
Well, okay.

JOSEPH dials the number.

JOSEPH (CONT'D)
Travis? This is Joe. I broke down in this neighborhood and my phone is, so I need you to 
come meet me. I'm about to call Triple-A.

(Pauses)
The address?

(To HOUSEKEEPER)
What's the address?

HOUSEKEEPER
666 Malum Way.

JOSEPH
(Into the phone)

It's 6-
(To HOUSEKEEPER)

Wait, what? 666?

HOUSEKEEPER
Yes, sir. 666 Malum Way.

JOSEPH
The hell kind of--okay, okay. Travis, it is 666 Malum Way.

(Pause)
(MORE)

3.
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Okay, cool. And hurry. I need to get home. My wife is coming home tomorrow.

(Pause)
Cool. I'll see you in a little while.

JOSEPH hangs up the phone and makes another 
phone call.

JOSEPH (CONT'D)
Hello, Triple-A. I need assistance. My car broke down near 666 Malum Way. How soon 
can you get here?

(Pause)
What do you mean you do not service this area? You’re Triple-A, for goodness sake! 

(Pause)
C'mon. I need you to help-

Lightning with a loud clap of thunder. 

JOSEPH
Hello? Hello? 

(Hangs up the phone)
Dammit! Your phone just went out.

HOUSEKEEPER
Did you get the help that you needed?

JOSEPH
Kind of. My friend, Travis, will be here in about two hours. He lives about two counties 
away. I'll just go down to my car and wait for him to arrive.

HOUSEKEEPER
Now, sir, don't be ridiculous. The weather is much too dangerous for you to be out there. 
You can stay here and wait for your friend. Drink some more tea. Isn't it so delightful?

JOSEPH
Yes, it is actually very delicious. I'll stay for a little while.

HOUSEKEEPER
Wonderful. Allow me to find some clothes for you. You are soaking wet.

JOSEPH
That would be nice.

JOSEPH (CONT'D)

4.

MR. BRAXTON'S HOUSE - JB BURRAGE                             



SAM
PLE O

NLY. NO
T FO

R DISTRIBUTIO
N O

R PERFO
RM

ANCE.
HOUSEKEEPER

There is a spare bedroom upstairs, first one on the right. You can change in there. There's 
a full assortment of clothes for you to choose from.

JOSEPH
I really appreciate it.

HOUSEKEEPER
It’s my pleasure, sir.

HOUSEKEEPER escorts JOSEPH upstairs.

LIGHTS FADE.

5.
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SCENE 2

Inside the room. JOSEPH has changed clothes. 
The storm is raging even more than earlier. 
JOSEPH is examining his surroundings, which 
appears to be retro and unorganized.

JOSEPH
Hmm. This is weird. The owner of this house has a weird taste in decor.

RUSH suddenly opens the door and rushes into 
the room, without knocking.

JOSEPH (CONT'D)
Hey, now! Do you have any manners?

RUSH
I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I didn't mean to just barge in. It's just that we never get 
anyone new around here. Are you here to stay?

RUSH paces frantically around the room.

JOSEPH
Uh...no. I'm just here waiting for a ride. 

RUSH
That's too bad. So bad. So, so bad. We need more people here. This can get a little lonely 
sometimes.

JOSEPH
Calm down, fella. You're about to burn a whole in the floor.

RUSH
I can't help it. I mean, I just can't help it. I can't slow down. But I'm happy!

JOSEPH
I guess. 

(Looks around nervously)
I am going to go downstairs, now. Nice to meet you, uh-

RUSH
Everybody calls me Rush. Rush. Rush.

6.
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JOSEPH

Ookkaayy, Rush. Take care.

JOSEPH exits the room and walks downstairs. 
He looks around and notices that the rest of the 
house also looks retro and unorganized. The 
HOUSEKEEPER approaches him, with a mug.

HOUSEKEEPER
More tea, sir?

JOSEPH
(Reluctantly)

Hell, why not?

HOUSEKEEPER hands JOSEPH the tea. 
JOSEPH takes a sip.

HOUSEKEEPER
The clothes look wonderful on you, sir.

JOSEPH
Well, it's amazing that they fit so well. 

(Looks around)
But, what's the deal with the 1950 look of this house? And, why does everything seems 
to be so out of place?

HOUSEKEEPER
Ah, Mr. Braxton has a knack for decor. Interior designing is his specialty.

JOSEPH
If you want to call it that.

HOUSEKEEPER
Mr. Braxton is an artist. And a great one at that. His style is just so amazing.

JOSEPH
I guess.

HOUSEKEEPER
Have a seat, sir.

7.
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HOUSEKEEPER motions for JOSEPH to take 
a seat on the couch. As JOSEPH sits down, 
HOUSEKEEPER takes a seat in a single chair.

JOSEPH
(Takes a sip)

Where is this Mr. Braxton?

HOUSEKEEPER
He went away on a business trip. But with this ugly storm, I don't see him coming back 
any time soon. Why are you in this area, might I ask? Usually, only residents know about 
this area.

JOSEPH
Oh?

HOUSEKEEPER
Yes, sir. This is a very, very exclusive neighborhood.

JOSEPH
I see. Well, I was coming home from spending the weekend with some friends. 

HOUSEKEEPER
Oh, that sounds nice.

JOSEPH
It was very nice. Very nice, indeed. But, I just wanted to hurry up and get back to my 
family.

HOUSEKEEPER
You have a family, sir?

JOSEPH
Yes. A beautiful wife of thirteen years and two wonderful kids. A boy and a girl. 

HOUSEKEEPER
That's wonderful, sir. I'm sure they miss you.

JOSEPH
I know. That's why I need to hurry up and get back to them. Is the phone still out? My 
friend could be trying to reach me.

8.
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HOUSEKEEPER

Yes, sir. The phone is still out.

JOSEPH
That's weird. The phone is out, but the power isn't.

HOUSEKEEPER
This house has its own source of power.

JOSEPH
You have got to be kidding me.

HOUSEKEEPER
I have no reason to kid, sir.

JOSEPH
(Laughs a little)

No, I mean...you know what? Never mind.

RUSH runs down the stairs and crashes on the 
couch. He begins bouncing.

RUSH
Are we keeping him? Are we? Are we? Are we?

HOUSEKEEPER
Not now, Rush. Return to your quarters.

RUSH suddenly gets up and races upstairs.

JOSEPH
What the hell is his problem?

HOUSEKEEPER
Sir, we've have been trying to figure that out for years.

JOSEPH
Uh huh. And, why was he asking if I was staying?

9.
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HOUSEKEEPER

Oh, don't mind him. We don't get many house guests. So whenever someone arrives, 
everyone here gets excited.

JOSEPH
Everyone? You mean there's more? Like him?

HOUSEKEEPER
Not like him. But, there are a few more that Mr. Braxton has decided to bring under his 
wing, to nurture them. But they need controlling.

(Pause)
Now, if you must excuse me, sir, I must attend to some matters. I'll bring more tea.

JOSEPH
You don't have to keep feeding me tea, Mr.-

HOUSEKEEPER
I have no name, sir. And, I insist that you continue to drink this tea. It would sorely 
disappoint me if you don't.

HOUSEKEEPER gets exits. JOSEPH looks 
confused.

JOSEPH
(To himself)

I got to get the hell out of here. But first, I need a nap. I suddenly feel sleepy.

LIGHTS FADE.

END OF SAMPLE
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