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CAST OF CHARACTERS

JEREMIAH BLACKWOOD, a successful local entrepreneur; workaholic and known bachelor.

TERRANCE, a successful local mechanic; Jeremiah's best friend since childhood.

SHIRLEY, a former nail technician; in a long-standing relationship with James.

MICHELLE, a love interest to Shirley.            

MALCOLM, Jeremiah's friend.                            

WILLIE, Michelle's younger brother.      

JAMES, a plant worker; Shirley's boyfriend.



SETTING

The home of JEREMIAH BLACKWOOD, in the fictional city of Eastpoint, Mississippi. All 
the characters live in a working-class area called East Side, with the exception of JEREMIAH, 
who grew up there but has since moved into an upper-class neighborhood of Eastpoint. The 
populace in both areas is largely Black, as are all the characters.

TIME

Present day, over a period of about twelve months.

ACT I

Scene 1     Bus Stop            Mid-spring
Scene 2     Living Room      Later that evening
Scene 3     Living Room      Two weeks later
Scene 4     Living Room      One week later
Scene 5     Living Room      A few hours later
Scene 6     Living Room      A few days later
Scene 7     Home Office      The next day
Scene 8     Bedroom            A month later

ACT II

Scene 1     Game Room       Two days after the end of Act I
Scene 2     Living Room      A week later
Scene 3     Living Room      A month later
Scene 4     Bedroom            The next day
Scene 5     Living Room      The next morning
Scene 6     Living Room      That night
Scene 7     Bedroom            The next morning
Scene 8     Living Room      The next day
Scene 9     Home Office      A few months later
Scene 10    Living Room     A few days before Christmas
Scene 11    Living Room      Late March



ACT I.

SCENE 1.

A spring afternoon. JEREMIAH approaches 
the bus stop. JEREMIAH takes a deep breath 
and looks at his watch.

JEREMIAH
Three o'clock on the dot. Got just enough time to chill for a sec. Man, what a day! Nice 
to just get out and enjoy this nice weather. Good to see the folks, too.

(Takes a seat on the bench. He pulls out 
his iPod and puts on his earpiece.)

Ah, yeah. 
(Turns on his iPod.)

Oh yes. This is my jam!

JEREMIAH closes his eyes and starts humming 
to himself. SHIRLEY walks up and looks at 
JEREMIAH curiously.

SHIRLEY
(Taps him on the shoulder) 

Excuse me, but do you know what time it is?

JEREMIAH 
Ah...yeah. It's- 

(He looks at his watch)
Three o'five.

SHIRLEY 
Thanks. I didn't mean to scare you.

JEREMIAH 
Nall, you good.

He stares at her as she sits down and quickly 
looks straight when SHIRLEY looks back his 
direction. He gives an awkward smile and she 
smiles back.



JEREMIAH (CONT’D)
(Under his breath)

Damn! 

SHIRLEY 
What are you listening to?

JEREMIAH 
Bootsy Collins. "I'd Rather Be With You."

SHIRLEY 
Oh, shoot! You took it way back.

JEREMIAH 
Yeah, I did just a little. So, what is your name?

SHIRLEY 
Shirley. And yours?

JEREMIAH 
Jeremiah. But my friends just call me Jay.

SHIRLEY 
Oh, okay. Well, my friends call me Shirley. Nothing fancy.

JEREMIAH 
Okay, cool. Like Shirley Caesar, huh?

SHIRLEY 
Yeah, but I can't sing like her, and I ain't holy like her, either.

JEREMIAH 
That's cool. I ain't all that holy either.

SHIRLEY 
Then I guess we're in the same boat.

(Silence)
So, you look like one of them rich brothas. What you doing out here on the East Side?

JEREMIAH
Hey, just because I look good and all doesn't mean that I don't belong around here.

2.

CAUGHT IN A TWISTED WEB - JB BURRAGE                         



SHIRLEY
Uh huh.

JEREMIAH 
I took off from work today. Wanted to see my folks since I-

SHIRLEY
Oh okay. I live by downtown. Not too bad but not too fancy either. I normally don't 
come on the East Side but I wanted to see my sister. She just had a baby. That little girl is 
the cutest little thing. I want one just like her.

(Sighs)
But anyways...what do you do?

JEREMIAH 
I am an entrepreneur. I am the CEO of Jeremiah Blackwood Enterprises.

SHIRLEY 
Oh, a big CEO, huh? 

JEREMIAH 
Something like that.

SHIRLEY
I heard of it, but I don't pay much attention to all that business stuff. I just go to work 
at the salon downtown, and live my life.

JEREMIAH
Nothing wrong with that.

SHIRLEY 
Yep. I'm just a simple girl. So, what kind of company is it?

JEREMIAH 
Well, my company owns a few other companies around the country. Stuff like 
magazines, a record company, clothes.

SHIRLEY 
What kind of clothes?

JEREMIAH 
I have a line of suits, hats, and shoes. Called the Jeremiah Blackwood Collection.

3.

CAUGHT IN A TWISTED WEB - JB BURRAGE                         



SHIRLEY 
What a minute. You're the Jeremiah Blackwood. 

JEREMIAH. 
Yep. In the flesh, baby.

SHIRLEY 
That means you also own Eastpoint Source Magazine.

JEREMIAH 
Yep. That's how I got this empire of mine started.

SHIRLEY 
Wow! You got some nice suits. I love seeing a man wearing one of your suits. And 
Eastpoint Source...that's the best street magazine around town.

JEREMIAH 
The only street magazine in Eastpoint.

SHIRLEY 
Yeah, you're right. Wow! I can't believe I'm sitting here, talking to Jeremiah Blackwood, at 
an East Side bus stop, of all places. I gotta tell my friends.

JEREMIAH 
Well, I'm flattered. Hey, how I take you out to dinner later on?

SHIRLEY 
Oh, I'm so sorry. But I got a boyfriend and he would kill me if I went out with another 
man. But thank you.

(Cell phone rings) 
Wait just a second.

(On the phone) 
Hey, baby. Yeah, I'm at the bus stop by KeKe's house. You gonna come get me?

(Silence then sighs)
Why do I got to walk over there? Why can't you just come get me from the bus stop? I'm 
not too far from you. Okay, fine. Be there in a minute.

(Hanging up the phone) 
Well, that was my man, being an ass again. Can you believe he wants me to walk all the 
way over to Twentieth just to catch a ride with him?
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JEREMIAH 
That's messed up. A lady like you shouldn't be walking to catch up with her man. Where 
on Twentieth?

SHIRLEY 
By Eighth Avenue.

JEREMIAH
That's crazy. That's about five or six blocks from here.

SHIRLEY 
I know. And I'm wearing these heels. But whatever. Let me get on over here.

(She pulls out a piece of paper from her 
purse.)

You seem like a cool dude, Jeremiah. I guess we can talk sometimes. Here's my number. 

She writes on the paper and hands it to 
JEREMIAH.

JEREMIAH 
Okay. When would be a good time to call? 

SHIRLEY 
Any time. Just not too late.

She gets up. 

JEREMIAH 
Cool, I'll do that. Want me to walk with you?

SHIRLEY 
That's so sweet, but I can't let you do that. My man and his boys would start talking 
mess and I don't want you to get involved with that drama. But just call me.

She goes to JEREMIAH and gives him a hand 
shake.

JEREMIAH 
Okay. I will.
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SHIRLEY walks off and JEREMIAH stares as 
she walks away. When she is out of site, he 
smiles and resumes to listening to his music.

FADE TO BLACK.
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SCENE 2.

Later that evening. JEREMIAH is on his 
computer in his home office. The doorbell rings. 
JEREMIAH gets up and walks towards the 
door.

JEREMIAH 
Hold on!

(The doorbell rings repeatedly.)
Did I just say hold the hell on! Damn! 

JEREMIAH opens the door.

TERRANCE 
Boy, don't ever tell me to hold on! You know who's at the doe'!

JEREMIAH
Bring your ass in here, boy.

(He gives TERRANCE dab, then sits in 
the recliner as TERRANCE takes a seat 
on the couch.)

What's up with you, Tee?

TERRANCE 
Nothin'. Same thing, different day. Workin' on these cars around town. Tryin' make this 
money, man.

JEREMIAH 
I feel you, man. That's all you can do. It's good to be the man in charge, though.

TERRANCE 
Ain't it though. Nobody telling you what to do. Man, I see you up there running things. 
You just doing it big. How yo' business?

JEREMIAH 
Man, it's doing good. I got deals all over the place. In and out of town. I'm working my 
ass off but I can't complain. It's paying the bills.

TERRANCE
No wonder I don't see you. That's why I had to sneak up on you.
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JEREMIAH 
Well, you know how it is. Nothing like having a successful business, especially in this 
town.

TERRANCE 
I know. But you did it. Look at you, man. You on top. I wish I could get like you.

 JEREMIAH 
Man, you could. Look at you. When it comes to those cars, you the man. Nobody in 
Eastpoint can touch you.

TERRANCE 
Shoot, not just Eastpoint. The county. 

JEREMIAH 
Damn right. You want something to drink? 

TERRANCE 
What you got?

JEREMIAH gets up and heads towards the 
kitchen.

JEREMIAH 
Water, juice, Hennessy, Ciroc.

TERRANCE 
Water, man. You know I don't drink that hard stuff.

JEREMIAH 
Water it is.

JEREMIAH fetches two bottles of water, hands 
one to TERRANCE, and sits back in the 
recliner. Both men open the bottles and sip.

TERRANCE 
Hey, man, did I tell you about Judy? 

JEREMIAH 
The girl you called Big Booty, Judy? 
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TERRANCE 
Yeah. Big Booty Judy.

JEREMIAH 
Yes, Tee. On more than one occasion. You talk about her so much I started dreaming 
about her.

TERRANCE
Damn, it's like that? Well, she came over to the shop today. She wanted me to look at her 
car. She had on these tight-ass booty shorts...Jay, all her ass was showing.

JEREMIAH 
I bet you couldn't focus on her car, huh?

TERRANCE 
How could I? If you saw what I saw, you wouldn't be able to work either. I'm tryin' to go 
over there tonight.

JEREMIAH 
Oh really? To do what?

TERRANCE 
Just wanna see what she working with.

JEREMIAH 
You're always trying to get up on some girl. What about your girl, Tee?

TERRANCE 
What girl? I got a baby mama-

JEREMIAH 
That you live with.

TERRANCE
What about her? She don't want me no way. And I know you ain't talking about always 
getting with some girl.

JEREMIAH
Look, Tee, that was back in the day. I don't do that anymore. I'm too focused on my 
business and all now. 
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TERRANCE 
Please. Once a dog always a dog.

JEREMIAH 
Whatever, man.

TERRANCE 
It's true. But that ain't why I'm over here. Jay, who was that girl you was talking to at the 
bus stop, today?

JEREMIAH. 
What are you talking about?

TERRANCE
Don't play dumb. You know who I'm talking about. I'm mad at you, cause you was on 
the East Side today and couldn't even tell me.

JEREMIAH 
What difference did it make? You were busy anyway, trying to be Big Booty Judy's 
maintenance man.

TERRANCE 
You still coulda called or rode by or somethin'. Besides, you coulda saw just who I was 
talking about.

JEREMIAH 
I didn't even drive. I took the bus. I just had to take a break today from work, and I knew 
that if I drove on the East Side, everybody would have been asking me questions about
my ride and all that. So, I went to my folks' house, went to the mall, and ate. Then I came 
home.

TERRANCE
And talked to some fine-ass caramel honey at the bus stop. I saw you. At the bus-stop 
over on Sixteenth.

JEREMIAH
What the hell were you doing? Watching me or something? And why didn't you say 
what's up?
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TERRANCE 
I was on an errand. And I didn't wanna mess up your game because you know I woulda 
took her from yo' no-game-havin' ass.

JEREMIAH 
Whatever, Tee. Well, nosy-ass...If you must know, her name is Shirley.

TERRANCE 
(Takes a sip of water and appears to be 
thinking hard)

Why do that name sound familiar?

JEREMIAH 
I don't know, and I hope it's not what I'm thinking.

TERRANCE 
What? That I messed with her?

JEREMIAH 
Yeah. You been with half of Eastpoint. 

TERRANCE
No I haven't, Jay. Well...maybe close to half. But Jay, if I had somebody that fine, I 
woulda remember that. She is too fine.

JEREMIAH
Okay, Tee. But yes, she is fine. She just came up out of nowhere. She came up to me to 
ask for the time and she sounded so sweet. And she had a sexy-ass smile. Had me in a
daze. I was scared to talk to her, though.

TERRANCE
You? Scared? Not you?

JEREMIAH 
I know. But she just had me nervous. I finally got up the nerve. But we talked for a 
minute. She stay close to downtown, but she was just coming from her sister's. We talked 
about my publishing company and everything. She told me about how her sister had her 
baby. But...

(Sighs and slumps in his seat) 
She got a man.
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TERRANCE 
Damn! But I believe it though. A girl like that, you know she had to have somebody. She 
was too fine to be single.

JEREMIAH 
You're right. It was too damn good to be true. But she gave me her number, anyway.

TERRANCE
Huh? She gave you her number?

JEREMIAH 
Yes. She gave me her number. Wrote it on this paper. 

JEREMIAH pulls a piece of paper out of his 
pocket.

TERRANCE 
Did you call it yet? You know how girls like to give out fake numbers. You got to call 
that number in front of they ass nowadays. Call they bluff.

JEREMIAH 
Not yet. I'm going to call later on.

TERRANCE 
Oh, okay. Well, if she gave you the real number then her boyfriend must don't mean that 
much, you know what I'm sayin'?

JEREMIAH 
Or she just wants to be a friend.

TERRANCE stands up.

TERRANCE 
Jay, I know you ain't that stupid. You know a girl is gonna say all she want about she 
lookin' for friends. But you know, like I know, that if a girl is gonna give her number to 
some random guy off the streets, and she got a man at that, then somethin' ain't right.

JEREMIAH 
Well, I am an entrepreneur. She probably-

TERRANCE 
So you got cool points. But did she say anythin' 'bout workin' with you?

12.

CAUGHT IN A TWISTED WEB - JB BURRAGE                         



JEREMIAH 
No.

TERRANCE 
Well there you go. But look, I gotta go. I got to hit up the sto' before I head over to Big 
Booty Judy's house. I'm gonna call you later on. See if Shirley got a friend.

JEREMIAH stands up and walks TERRANCE 
to the door.

JEREMIAH
You're stupid. I'm not going to look into all of that, but if I hear something, I'll let you 
know. Don't let Judy wear you out.

TERRANCE opens the door.

TERRANCE 
With all that juicy booty, she just might. But I'm gonna have fun with it. Holla at me 
later.

TERRANCE exits. JEREMIAH laughs as he 
closes and locks the door. He looks at the paper 
and pulls out his cell phone. He hesitates, but 
dials.

JEREMIAH 
Hello? Is this Shirley?

(Smiles) 
Am I calling you at a bad time? Okay, great. Just wondering if we could...uh...finish that 
conversation we got started today.

FADE TO BLACK.
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